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Summary Of Developments: Implementation Of Salvadoran
Peace Accords &amp; Related Events
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, October 30, 1992
In the second half of October, the Salvadoran peace process entered its most serious crisis since
the Chapultepec accords were signed in January. The accords originally set Oct. 31 as the deadline
for compliance with all commitments, including demobilization of rebel forces. As it became
increasingly clear that full compliance would be impossible by the original deadline, UN Secretary
General Butros Butros Ghali proposed a "grace period" through Dec. 15. The proposal was accepted
by both sides on the eve of the Oct. 31 deadline, thus averting a breakdown of the process. One
of the chief hurdles faced by the peace process the absence of conditions for the reintegration
of demobilized rebels into civilian life, and in particular, delays in the distribution of land to the
former rebels appears to have been resolved with the consent of both the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) and the administration of President Alfredo Cristiani to a compromise
proposal presented by the United Nations. However, tensions remain high in El Salvador, fueled
to new heights by the release of the Ad Hoc Commission report on grave human rights violations
by the armed forces and recommended purges, exhumation of the corpses of hundreds of peasants
believed to have been killed by government forces in El Mozote in 1981, a new outbreak of political
violence, and threats from the far right. Appearing below is a chronology of events related to the
peace process covering the second half of October: Oct. 13: Salvadoran judicial authorities and an
international team of anthropologists and pathologists began preparations in El Mozote, Morazan
department, for exhumation of the skeletal remains of over 1,000 peasants believed to have been
killed by the army's elite Atlacatl battalion in a counterinsurgency sweep conducted in December
1981. Juan Mateu, director of the institute of legal medicine of the Salvadoran Supreme Court and
chief of the Salvadoran team, reported that Argentine pathologists Patricia Bernardi, Luis Enerdi
and Mercedes Doroti, as well as delegates from the Truth Commission, would supervise the first
stage of the exhumations, to begin on Oct. 14. Mateu said Chilean anthropologists Isabel Rebeco
and Ivan Caceres would arrive a week later, and US pathologist Clyde Snow would join the team
in November. He added that the team planned to release preliminary findings in late October and
then present a formal report in November. Also on Oct. 13, survivors of the massacre filed a formal
complaint with Judge Federico Portillo in the nearby town of San Francisco Gotera. In statements to
local reporters, Portillo charged that the government has refused to provide a list of the soldiers who
participated in the 1981 counterinsurgency operation, and cautioned that legal proceedings related
to the case could drag on for up to two years. FMLN leader Leonel Gonzales blamed the army
high command for a recent attack against FMLN commander Pablo Parada Andino ("comandante
Goyo"). Parada was critically injured on Oct. 11 when unidentified assailants opened fire on him
as he was returning to San Salvador from a visit to the department of San Vicente. According to
Gonzales, the attack was part of a campaign "to destabilize the peace process" and "force a rupture
in the cease fire." President Cristiani asserted that the site where the attack took place "is an area
with little police or army surveillance" and suggested that the assault was perpetrated by common
criminals. In a San Salvador press conference, Cristiani reiterated government opposition to any
extension of the peace process beyond Oct. 31. "There is no justification for modifying the date,"
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he said, since "the government has complied with virtually all its commitments." He added that
the government was awaiting a UN proposal for resolution of the land issue, but that he hoped
the proposal would not imply a modification of the existing timetable for compliance with the
accords. Oct. 14: UN observer mission (ONUSAL) spokesperson Mario Zamorano said Butros Ghali
would soon present the government and the FMLN with a proposal for resolving the land issue.
Zamorano said that once both parties had responded to the proposal, the Secretary General would
present a formal report. In separate communiques published in local newspapers, four extreme
right groups, called on the government to avoid demobilizing the Atlacatl battalion until the FMLN
military structures have been totally dismantled. The four were: Crusade for Peace and Work
(Crusada pro-Paz y Trabajo), Free El Salvador Civic Movement (Movimiento Civico El Salvador
Libre), Citizens of the East (Ciudadanos de Oriente), and Salvadoran United Front (Frente Unido
Salvadoreno). The Crusade's communique stated demobilization of the Atlacatl battalion "would
be another death knell for the republic and would provoke a new bloodbath among Salvadorans."
The communique described ONUSAL as "reproachable" and the National Peace Commission
(Comision Nacional para la Consolidacion de la Paz, COPAZ) as "sinister." The Movement urged
Cristiani not to implement the armed forces purges recommended by the Ad Hoc Commission and
to reject any proposed extension of the Oct. 31 deadline. The other two groups made similar charges
and demands. In a communique, ONUSAL announced that Peruvian national Diego Garcia Sayan
had officially assumed his position as director of the ONUSAL human rights division. A ceremony
was held at the US Embassy compound in San Salvador to pay tribute to the 39 US citizens killed
during El Salvador's civil war. The victims included military officers, journalists and religious
personnel. The ceremony was presided over by deputy assistant secretary of state John Maisto,
and attended by Embassy personnel, family members of the deceased, and President Cristiani.
In statements to reporters, Nationalist Republican Alliance (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista,
ARENA) president and San Salvador Mayor Armando Calderon Sol said all FMLN combatants who
fail to disarm by Oct. 31. will be "prosecuted as delinquents." The FMLN general command issued a
communique calling on the government and the armed forces to state publicly "whether or not they
are planning a new military conflict." The communique said recent declarations by extreme right
groups, the declarations made by Calderon, and an escalation of political violence including the
attack against "comandante Goyo," constituted the "visible front" of a new "dirty war." Statements
by Cristiani and Calderon "point to a campaign aimed at presenting the FMLN as the only side
which is not complying with the accords." Such declarations, warned the communique, "jeopardize
the cease fire." The communique added that members of the army's Belloso elite battalion, formally
disbanded on Sept. 18, were actually transferred to the National Police. Those same individuals,
said the statement, have been deployed as a "shock force" in efforts to dislodge peasants from
their lands in San Miguel department. Similarly, the communique indicated that members of the
national intelligence agency (Direccion Nacional de Inteligencia, DNI) instead of being dismissed
were simply transferred to different posts in the army. Diplomatic sources reported that ONUSAL
had delivered a letter from Butros Ghali to Cristiani and to FMLN leaders. The letter contains
the UN Secretary General's proposal for resolution of the land issue. Oct. 15: In New York, UN
diplomatic sources released the content of Butros Ghali's proposal regarding land transfers. The
cover letter characterized the proposal as a compromise which "does not fully satisfy" either party
and called on both sides "to accept and immediately put into practice the terms and conditions"
of the proposal without any modifications. The proposal calls for distribution of land parcels to
as many as 47,500 Salvadorans. This includes 7,500 former FMLN combatants, 15,000 discharged
army soldiers, and 25,000 peasants currently occupying lands in former war zones without legal
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titles. Under the three-stage plan, new landholders would be provided with 30-year mortgages
with a 6% annual interest rate and a 4 year grace period. The first stage, from October 1992 to
January 1993, would cover 15,400 persons, with priority given to demobilized FMLN combatants.
The next stage, from February to April, would benefit another 4,000 persons, and the final stage,
beginning in April, would benefit the remaining 28,100 individuals. Regarding the size of plots to
be distributed one of the most controversial points the plan stipulates that parcels ranging between
two and seven manzanas each (between 1.4 ha. and 4.9 ha.) will be assessed on the basis of land
quality. Peasants in the former war zones will remain on the lands they currently occupy if the
legal owners are willing to sell, and if not, they would be relocated to equivalent size and quality
lands in other areas. The plan would be financed with an immediate installment of US$23 million in
development aid from the World Bank and the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), and
an additional US$12 million that the European Economic Community (EEC) has agreed to donate
in February 1993. In addition, the government would be expected to contribute by distributing state
lands currently at its disposal with an estimated value of US$23 million. In all, between 175,000
and 237,000 manzanas (between 122,500 ha. and 165,900 ha.) would be distributed. UN diplomatic
sources pointed out that although the plan does not concretely stipulate a new deadline, it does
imply a change in the original accords timetable since the demobilization of FMLN combatants
would be linked to the distribution of lands during the first and second stages of the proposal. Maria
Julia Hernandez, director of the San Salvador Archdiocese human rights office, told reporters the
team of pathologists in El Mozote had unearthed the first skeletal remains. She said this constituted
"the first official evidence of the crime." Oct. 16: In a press conference, FMLN leaders Shafick
Handal and Joaquin Villalobos indicated the rebels had decided to accept Butros Ghali's land
redistribution proposal. Handal stressed that acceptance of the land proposal did not mean the
crisis in the peace process had been resolved. "Simple arithmetic," he said, "makes clear that it
is not possible" to fully comply with the Oct. 31 deadline. Presidency Minister Oscar Santamaria
said the government had accepted the UN proposal for land distribution "in its entirety." He called
on the UN to demand the FMLN demobilize all its forces by Oct. 31. According to Santamaria, the
government has complied with 97 out of a total 138 commitments to date, while the FMLN has only
complied with 11 of 20 commitments. Vice president Francisco Merino announced the government's
decision to condition demobilization of the Atlacatl battalion on the total demobilization of FMLN
forces. Under the accords timetable, the Atlacatl battalion was scheduled for demobilization on
Oct. 19. Merino said "we are facing a real threat" that the FMLN could attempt "a repeat of its
1989 offensive, [thus] we need to maintain our military force in a position to respond in the event
of any attack." Christian Democrat Party (Partido Democrata Cristiano, PDC) leader Gerardo
Lechevalier, a delegate to COPAZ, said the government is the principal party responsible for non-
compliance and that "it has no moral authority to claim that the FMLN is obliged to comply and
that it does not have to do so." Oct. 18: Father Jesus Delgado warned during the traditional San
Salvador Archdiocese Sunday morning homily there was "strong evidence that groups from the
private sector are building up arms caches, in what could be the basis for [a resurgence of] the
death squads." He added that the Archdiocese's human rights office had recorded the murder of
several civilians in recent days under circumstances that indicated the death squads were involved.
Oct. 19: In a San Salvador press conference, Cristiani reiterated that the government would not
accept a prolongation of the peace process beyond Oct. 31. In New York, Presidency Minister Oscar
Santamaria met with Butros Ghali to deliver the government's formal acceptance of the UN land
redistribution proposal. In comments to reporters after his meeting with Butros Ghali, Santamaria
said the two had also discussed measures the government has decided to take in response to the
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Ad Hoc Commission report on purges in the armed forces. Under the accords timetable, Cristiani
must reveal the steps he plans to take in response to the report by Oct. 23, and must implement
those steps by Nov. 23. Oct. 20: In a press conference, ONUSAL head Iqbal Riza and chief of the
ONUSAL military division, Gen. Victor Suanzes, declared that "an orderly demobilization [of the
FMLN] is impossible" before Oct. 31. Riza also announced that the UN Security Council would
announce a decision later in the week regarding the Oct. 31 deadline. FMLN leader Milton Mendez
announced the FMLN planned to present a proposal to the UN for a modification of the compliance
timetable based on "symmetrical compliance." Mendez said full rebel demobilization would
be "conditional on complete government compliance," including commitments regarding the
functioning of the National Civil Police (PNC), electoral and judicial reforms, purges in the armed
forces, and land redistribution. In a press release, ONUSAL chief Iqbal Riza reported that on Sept.
16, he had presented a program for reestablishing public administration in former conflict zones.
According to Riza, the program was drawn up in consultation with the government, the FMLN and
the mayors in question, and "all have expressed their full support." Among measures to normalize
the situation in former conflict zones is the return of 44 mayors forced to abandon their posts due
to guerrilla pressures during the civil war, an agreement by the mayors to respect existing non-
governmental organizations and community leadership bodies, and citizen recognition of municipal
authorities. In the same communique, ONUSAL confirmed that deployment of Transitory Auxiliary
Policy (Policia Auxiliar Transitoria, PAT) to the former conflict zones has been delayed due to
"logistical and financial problems." The PAT is comprised of cadets from the recently established
Public Security Academy (Academia de Seguridad Publica) and is to conduct patrols and maintain
order in designated former war zones until the PNC becomes operational. Oct. 21: FMLN political
committee member David Gavidia ("comandante Mario Moreno") denounced in San Salvador that
he had been attacked by a group of army soldiers armed with M-16 automatic rifles the previous
night in the city of Sonsonate. This was the fourth attempt on Gavidia's life since April. Shafick
Handal charged that members of several elite battalions formally disbanded had been incorporated
into the National Police and were conducting patrols throughout the country. The Permanent
Committee for National Debate (Comite Permanente por el Debate Nacional, CPDN), released a
communique denouncing the troop deployment as well and accusing the ultra-right of orchestrating
these and other remilitarization activities in an effort to sabotage the accords. The FMLN placed its
military forces, concentrated in 15 special demobilization zones, on a state of alert. In statements
to reporters from Mexican news agency Notimex, FMLN leader Marcos Jimenez said the measure
was a response to "the gamut of provocations that have taken place in recent days." He said "the
intention is not to return to war but to defend the peace process." President Cristiani met at the
Spanish Embassy in San Salvador with FMLN leader Shafick Handal. The two were unable to
resolve differences regarding implementation of the accords. In New York, diplomatic sources told
reporters Butros Ghali had submitted a letter to the Security Council requesting an extension of
the Oct. 31 deadline. The letter also noted that both sides had accepted the UN's proposal on the
land issue. The sources said Butros Ghali recommended the new compliance deadline be set for
mid-December, an extension which "is indispensable essentially for practical reasons related to the
complicated process of [FMLN] demobilization." The letter reiterated that "this third revision of the
original timetable would be the last one and that both sides had been urged to commit themselves,
without reservations, to respect this new timetable." Oct. 22: Associated Press reporters visiting the
El Mozote excavation sites reported that the number of victims unearthed had risen to 58. Spanish
forensic expert Jose Manuel Reverte said that "with the skeletons, it is possible to determine if
the victims were shot, what caliber weapon was used, and what distance the shots came from."
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In Washington, State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher said the US has no intention
of suspending economic or military aid to El Salvador in light of the El Mozote findings. Boucher
said, "Abuses were committed by both sides during the war. Now that the war is over, the purpose
of our assistance is to contribute to reconciliation among Salvadorans and reconstruction of the
country." The New York Times and the Washington Post published front-page stories on the El
Mozote massacre. Both papers noted that, despite evidence, the US which was responsible for
training the Atlacatl battalion supported the Salvadoran government's claim that the massacre never
took place, and that the US Embassy in San Salvador insisted it was part of FMLN "propaganda"
and "distortion." The Times article stressed that many of the victims were apparently children, and
that many showed signs of having had their throats slit. Skeletal remains will be sent to laboratories
at the University of California to help determine the identity of the victims. The FMLN released
a communique calling on its peasant supporters in the countryside to desist from any new land
takeovers in order to facilitate implementation of the UN plan for land distribution. Chief of the
Puerto Rican police corps, Ismael Betancourt Lebron, reported from San Juan that Puerto Rican
police will train 60 Salvadoran police officers at its academy. He said the training program will be
carried out under the auspices of a program sponsored by the US Justice Department. In a press
conference, Vice president Francisco Merino accused the UN of being "biased" and of participating
in an "international conspiracy" against El Salvador by proposing a revision of the peace calendar.
Merino said it was "irresponsible" of the UN and the FMLN to "claim a priori that there is not
enough time" to meet the deadline...this is something we cannot accept." He charged the FMLN was
planning to launch a large-scale offensive, including the deployment of 1,000 urban commandos
currently in safe houses, and to arrive "fully armed to the 1994 elections." In an impromptu press
conference held at a rebel concentration zone on the slopes of the Guazapa volcano, 15 FMLN field
commanders warned that the country is on "the verge of a crisis of great dimensions" as a result
of "provocations by ultra-right groups and sectors in the government to precipitate a breakdown
of the cease fire." In a statement distributed to reporters, the commanders called on their troops
"to remain calm and not be the first to fire a shot," and also called on government soldiers and
officers "to not let yourselves be dragged into the efforts by certain sectors to undermine the peace
process." Oct. 23: In a communique read over a local radio station, the "Maximiliano Hernandez
Martinez Brigade," one of the country's original death squads, warned that its commandos would
begin to "execute" the five FMLN general command members, UN officials, journalists and other
"traitors" starting on Nov. 1. The communique described the peace accords as "traitorous" and
"unconstitutional," criticizing in particular such measures as land redistribution and purges in
the "glorious armed forces." Gen. Mauricio Vargas, armed forces deputy chief of staff, said in a
television broadcast that the military plans to crack down on the death squads. "We will not hesitate
for a moment in applying the law to those who violate it," he said. "This kind of thing is not allowed
in our society." ONUSAL delivered letters from Butros Ghali to the Salvadoran government and
the FMLN requesting their approval for an extension of the timetable to mid-December and asking
them to respond by Oct. 27. Although the letter was not made public, ONUSAL sources confirmed
that the new timetable sets fixed dates for each side to fulfill their respective commitments. In a
press conference, Communications Minister Ernesto Altschul charged the FMLN was preparing
to stage attacks against some of its leaders and offices. The attacks, according to Altschul, would
then be blamed on the government as part of an effort to "undermine the peace process." Altschul
said government intelligence sources had detected the existence of "nine terrorists" trained by
FMLN leader Juan Ramon Medrano and a Cuban citizen known as "Victor." Altschul added that
all high level FMLN leaders plan to leave the country before Oct. 31. Oct. 24: FMLN leader Juan
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Ramon Medrano said Altschul's allegations were so "ridiculous" that they did not merit a response.
Demobilized FMLN rebel Elmer Jose Torres, kidnapped on the afternoon of Oct. 23 by unknown
assailants as he left the National University campus, was found badly beaten by Red Cross workers.
In New York, diplomatic sources confirmed that the new deadline proposed by the UN was Dec.
15 and that this did not represent a "reprogramming" of the peace accords but rather a "grace
period" during which FMLN forces must fully demobilize, the army must be reduced, lands must
be distributed to demobilized guerrillas, and reforms must be enacted to the country's electoral
legislation and judicial system. Oct. 25: The New York Times, in a story datelined San Salvador,
reported that Salvadoran Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce, deputy defense minister Gen.
Juan Orlando Zepeda, and another 70 officers, were among those singled out to be purged in the
Ad Hoc Commission report. Officially, contents of the report remain confidential. According to the
story, the report also recommends the transfer of an additional 40 officers. According to the Times
story, Cristiani is under intense pressure from the army's officers corps to postpone responding
to the report and is being lobbied to retain some of those officers mentioned in the report in their
posts through mid-1993. Oct. 26: Cristiani told reporters his government was still evaluating the
UN proposal and would not have an official response until the following day. Cristiani, who has
still not made public the contents of the Ad Hoc Commission report, said the New York Times
story listing names of some of the officers implicated in the report was "speculation." Spanish
news service EFE reported it had obtained a copy of Butros Ghali's letter to Cristiani and to the
FMLN. The new timetable for compliance includes: * Transfer of lands to demobilized FMLN
combatants must begin by Oct. 31. * Demobilization of all FMLN forces must conclude by Dec. 15. *
Implementation of measures by the government on the basis of the Ad Hoc Commission report on
purging armed forces members by Dec. 15. * Legalization of the FMLN as a political party by Nov.
27. * Dissolution of the national intelligence agency (Direccion Nacional de Inteligencia, DNI) by
Nov. 30. * Disbanding of the Atlacatl battalion by Dec. 8, of the Atonal battalion by Jan. 6, 1993, and
of the Arce battalion by Feb. 6. * Deployment throughout national territory of the new National Civil
Police (PNC) by Jan. 26. In a San Salvador press conference, the five members of the FMLN's general
command announced the organization's unconditional acceptance of Butros Ghali's proposal. Oct.
27: In comments to reporters, Defense Minister Gen. Emilio Ponce confirmed the army is prepared
to comply with whatever decisions are made by President Cristiani regarding purges of military
personnel. At UN headquarters in New York, undersecretary general for peace operations Marrack
Goulding confirmed that Cristiani had presented Butros Ghali with the government's response
to the revised timetable. Although Goulding refused to comment on content of the response,
diplomatic sources at the UN said Cristiani's response was "satisfactory" and that the new deadline
of Dec. 15 for rebel demobilization had been accepted. In San Salvador, FMLN spokespersons
rejected accusations made earlier in the day by Honduran military spokespersons that FMLN
rebels had crossed into Honduran territory near La Virtud. La Virtud is located in the Honduran
department of Lempira, bordering on the Salvadoran department of Chalatenango. According to
the Hondurans, at least one rebel was wounded in a brief clash with a Honduran army patrol. Oct.
28: In San Salvador, following an assembly attended by over 500 of the FMLN's top military and
political leaders, Shafick Handal announced that a contingent of 1,700 rebel combatants would
be demobilized on Oct. 31. The contingent will be the third 20% of the rebel army to demobilize
since initiation of the peace process. Handal said those present at the meeting agreed to reiterate
the FMLN's commitment to full compliance with Butros Ghali's timetable proposal. Leaders of
the ARENA party and the military reacted negatively to the proposed extension of the deadline
for FMLN demobilization. ARENA president and San Salvador Mayor Armando Calderon Sol
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said he would request that the Supreme Electoral Tribunal suspend the process of legalizing the
FMLN as a political party until after all rebels were demobilized. Defense Minister Ponce told
reporters the extension was "unjustifiable" and constituted a "bad precedent." Diplomatic sources
at UN headquarters in New York said the Ad Hoc Commission report had called for purging of
7 generals and 90 other officers. The report provided several options, including possible transfer,
for an additional 19 members of the military. The sources said that in his response to the report,
Cristiani had asked Butros Ghali for an extension of the deadline for compliance with the purges
until August 1993. The original deadline was Nov. 23. Butros Ghali reportedly rejected the extension.
In New York, Butros Ghali confirmed that in his letter, Cristiani had committed his government to
respect terms of the revised timetable. At the UN, it was also announced that Goulding and Alvaro
de Soto the chief UN official responsible for negotiating the peace accords in 1991 would travel
to El Salvador on Oct. 29. At 8:00 pm, Cristiani addressed the nation live over national television
and radio. Despite the fact that Butros Ghali's proposal had been put forth as a "take it or leave it"
proposition, Cristiani announced conditional acceptance of some parts and rejection of others from
the proposed recalendarization. Cristiani's address was described in media reports as "confusing,"
"ambiguous," and "contradictory." [In New York, diplomatic sources reported that Cristiani's
letter to Butros Ghali was equally ambiguous regarding the government's stance on the Dec. 15
deadline.] Observers attributed the lack of a clear response to intense pressure brought to bear on
Cristiani by far right sectors and hardliners in the military who had been pushing for a total halt to
government compliance with the accords until after completion of rebel demobilization. "We cannot
accept a new timetable," he declared, "which is what the Secretary General is proposing...Given
the current state of affairs, the government of the Republic has decided to suspend all activities
related to the demobilization, reduction and restructuring of the armed forces. We will not reinitiate
those processes until the day when all the weapons in the hands of the FMLN are being destroyed."
Cristiani emphasized that "all the weapons" implied that the FMLN would have to first present a
new, more accurate, inventory of its weapons stock. "We are obliged to safeguard the security of
our citizens," Cristiani emphasized, but "we will not take any unilateral measures which threaten
the peace process. We will simply continue to faithfully comply with our obligations." In a thinly
veiled criticism of Butros Ghali, Cristiani said "we adopt this attitude of allowing the [UN] Secretary
General to provide additional space to the FMLN. But the FMLN must also realize that now is the
time pass from words to deeds." In apparent contradiction with his earlier rejection of the new
timetable, Cristiani called the Dec. 15 deadline "the last modification" and asserted that between
now and that date the peace process will not have any additional "interruptions." Following
Cristiani's address, FMLN leaders Joaquin Villalobos and Shafick Handal held a press conference.
Villalobos declared "we see a president who is under intense pressure by extremist groups and
who has entered into an open confrontation with the UN, in particular with the Secretary General."
Despite the government stance, the two insisted the FMLN plans to comply with all aspects of
Butros Ghali's proposal. In New York, diplomatic sources at the UN confirmed that Cristiani's
address essentially reiterated the points outlined in his letter to Butros Ghali. In the letter, they
said, Cristiani rejected the existence of valid political motives for extending the Oct. 31 deadline,
but admitted that in practical terms, it was unrealistic to expect full rebel demobilization by that
date. During an interview broadcast over local television, rebel leader Villalobos reiterated that the
FMLN has never contemplated a return to war. He added that the FMLN had set up 14 separate
commissions to oversee the process of compliance with the accords during the final 45 days of the
peace process. Addressing the issue of reluctance on the part of the government to follow through
on its commitments, Villalobos said: "The problem is that, finally, the moment of truth has arrived.
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It's not the same as before, when we were talking about the land problem in general terms. Now
there is a concrete proposal on the table, with precise quantitative and qualitative definitions"
as to who is going to receive which land parcels. The same is true, he added, in terms of electoral
reforms. "For the FMLN, now is the time to push for maximum guarantees. It won't be the same
once we don't have an armed military force behind us. Obviously we are not willing to dive in head
first based solely on promises made by our counterparts. We have no reason to believe they would
follow through on such promises." In this regard, Villalobos called on the legislature to pass a law
which would guarantee the personal security of FMLN leaders. "Right now," he said, "our security
is respected because we still have thousands of armed combatants standing behind us, but once
they are disarmed and demobilized, I wouldn't count on this still being the case." Similarly, he said
legislative guarantees should be adopted in order to guarantee land transfers contemplated in the
accords, given that the timetable for actually turning parcels over extends several months beyond
the completion of rebel demobilization. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish
news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 10/13-29/92; Associated Press, 10/22/92, 10/23/92, 10/28/92;
Notimex, 10/21/92, 10/27/92; CISPES Update on El Salvador, 10/21/92; 10/22/92)
-- End --
